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FOREWORD

This manual of Sanskrit grammer Kalukaum udz
bearsin its tltle the name of the elghth Acharya of the
Terapanthi *Sect of the Swetambara Jains Sri Sri
Kaluramji Swami who was an eminent Sanskrit schola%
trying incessantly, throughout his career as the
Supreme Head of a religious order, to dlffuse
Sanskrit learning amongst his followers Thé
Kaumudi is an outcome of the Acharyas desire fo
bring Sanskrit grammar w1thm the easy reach of the
young learners Muni Sri Chauthmaliji the learned
disciple of the Acharya first prepared a bigger work
on grammar called Bhikshusabdanusasana which
deals in a full manner with the linguistic phenomena
of diverse nature observable in the vast compass of
Sanskrit language. The present work is a later com-
position of the same author. Though abridged and
rendered free from the intricacies and abstruseness
generally associated with grammatical dlscuwons,
the work is complete initself in every way. The
erudite author, proficient in dnffeient systems of
Sanskrit grammar as hets, had applied his accumu-

lated knowledge to the specrflc work of stmphfymg
the grammatical rules of Sanskrit and acquitte
himself of the task creditably. :
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Both of hjs treatises, the Sabdanugasana ang
fhe Eaumud; have heen in circulation in their manuy.
script forms for severa] years,and the Jain students
have been studying them with profit. The smaller
work Kaumudi is now being published by the Adarshg
§‘ahitya’ Sangha fqr the b;qefit of a wider community
ﬁf students with the hope that this new treatise o1
Sanskrit_ grammar will co‘p‘trfbufe to the easy diffusion_
of the language. T
" "There isa section of people among us who are
for Sanskrit, but for Sanskrit without fears, withoyt
grammar. A course of Sanskrit study contemplated
in this mentality, if adopted, would make the founda-
tior very weak and ineffective, T-horduglfmastery of
alanguage presupposes a knowledge of the essentials
§f ifs grammar. It may ri;ot be advisable for every
s:tud'e'nt‘of‘ to{dé}[ to prosecute the study of grammar
as assiduously as it was done in ancient India des-
eribed int the accounts of the Chinese pilgrim Ltsing, *
but a good knowledge of the simple’ grammatical
rules as ‘set forth in the Kalukqumudi'is'indispénss'
able for understanding the structure of Sanskrit
language ‘ '

The publication of a new Sanskrit grammar
written in Sanskrit, and that too for meeting the
practical requirements of the Present generatioyn of,
students, is certainly considered remarkable in these
days, i?‘ginﬁing. as it does, to the fact that, Sa}y'skrit“
is not “dead"’ like Latin_and Greek.' To draw an,
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inalogy between Sanskrit and the classical languages
of Europe is hardly fair. There are still in this
country about 10,000 Pathasalas catering for fakhs Of
students solely devoted to'the study of San'skrit in
its different branches, and thousands of people in
India are still able fo speak Sanskrit fluently. It is
Sanskrit which even now has often to serve as a
national language, forming the only means of commu-
mication of idea between people living as far apart as
Bengal is from Malabar or Bombay

It must be gratifying to all lovers of Sanskrit
thiat devoted workers of the Terapanthi Jain order
under the august and inspiring guidance of their
ninth Acharya Sri Sri Tulsiramii Swami are striving
for the propagation of Sanskrit learning. They fully
realise that the importance of Sanskrit does not lie
only in its being the fountain-head of the regional
languages of India, nor in’ its playing the role-ofa
unifying force in thelife of the nation throughout
the ages, but also inits possessing a store-house of
knowledge and wisdom which alone can'restore thé
religious and spiritual values to a world thrown out
of gear by hatred, strife and violence

Prof.—Durgamohan Bhattacharyya, M. A.
Kavya-Sankhya-Puranatirtha.
Lecturer, Calcutta University and Head of the
Department of Sanskrit.
Scotish Church College, Calcuttsa.
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